Montclair's McGowan
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As his 45-foot downhill, speeding Lirdie
putt skid into the Cup on the par-3 16th
nole yesterday, Mark McGowan of Mont-
cialr fashed back to another major mo-
ment in his athletic eareer

"I tad a vision of scoring the winning
touchdown with under a minute g play
against Lafavette back In 1987 said the
37-year-gld McGowan, 2 two-time Al
America quarterhack at Lehigh University
during the 1980s.

The 43-footer a; the Mountain Ridge
Country Club in West Caldwell put MeGo-
Wan on fhe verge of nis mest day on the
golf cowrse, Two hoies later, he wrapped
45 3 %3 for & T2-hole total ol 4-cver-par 288

.

and won the 104ih ¥ €W Jersey State Goif
Association Amateyr Championship,

McGowan, who had taken a four
stroke lead intg yesterday moring’s third
round and extendag it to seven with afqs,
won by three strokes Over clubmate Mj-
chael Deo and by four over the 93-year-old
defending champion, Aflan Small of Faiy-
mount,

it was Smalr's brother, Hank, who, ag
head footbali cozch ab Lehigh, insarteq
McGowan as the starting guarterback
four pames intg his scphamare season in
1086. As g senior, McGowan propelled Le-
Ligh to the No. ] offensive ranking in the
nation.

"My coach said Jow've got to deliver,
and 10 do it you've 200 10 envision yoursalf
winning and, when you do, act ke yowrve
bean there before, MeGowan ssid. “But
I that puit didn’t 5t the heart or the cup,

-

Wins Siate Amateur

it was into the pond.”

The hirdie at No, 16 was an answer to
Small’s birdie at the 15th, which pulled
the defender to within three strokes of the
lead, Meaniwhile, Deo, now g three-time
Amateur runner-up, was working on 4 70
and a charge from nine strokes back after
36 holes,

“Seeing that putt drop made me to-
tally relaxed; I finally folt the tournament
as mine,” McGowan said. “To beat Mike
Deo and Allan Small after what they ac-
complished in their careers is really great
for me.»

McGowzn  doespt expect to have
much time sor golf onee he starts a new
job on Wall Street on Monday.

“This is the biggest tournament m
comypete in this year,” he said,
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